2015 BILL BITHELL CUP VM REGATTA – October 17 

By John Snow
Overview
Thirteen VMYG VM skippers competed in fourteen heats on Saturday, October 17, at Redd’s Pond in the Marblehead MYC’s eight annual “Bill Bithell” Memorial Cup VM Regatta. Cup was presented to winner of Traditional (TR) VM design fleet plus regatta results were counted for club’s VM season series. In addition, there was new “L. Francis Herreshoff” Memorial Cup awarded to winner of the High Flyer (HF) design fleet. This was in recognition of LF’s design influence on our club’s 450 Sail Area and M Classes in 1920-1930s era. Regatta was conducted under sunny skies with mid-50s temperatures. The gusty West breeze from 5-12 knots created close mark roundings and finishes. Rick Gates assisted RD John Snow as scorekeeper using the AMYA low-point method. 
VM categories for awards covered the 1930-1945 designs TR models and 1946-1970 HF designs. TR fleet winner was awarded the perpetual Bithell Cup. This with new perpetual Herreshoff Cup will now be alternated yearly between these design groupings. Seven TR and six HF skippers raced with Nick Mortgu our outside New England competitor from NJ. Also, Cliff Martin borrowed Jim Linville’s VM #1 Riptide II model and finished in second place by single point in the HF fleet. 
Overall Results 
Marblehead-Redd’s Pond nautical chart plaques were awarded to the top-three skippers in each design category, with no throw-out races. Eddie Wolfe was TR fleet and Bithell Cup winner with his 1930s Madcap TR model, followed by Alain Jousse and Thom McLaughlin. Biff Martin with his 1960s Bewitched (ex-free-sail) boat was HF fleet and Herreshoff Cup winner, followed by Cliff Martin and Herb Dreher. 
2015 BITHELL / HERRESHOFF CUPS REGATTA  ________________________
PLACE   SKIPPER                    POINTS   FIRSTs     DESIGN                                  SAIL #
   1           Ben Martin                     46              3            1960s UK Bewitched (HF)     2929
   2           Cliff Martin                    47              5           1950s Riptide II (HF)               1
   3           Herb Dreher                   60              3            1950s Sunwind (HF)               93
   4           Eddie Wolfe                   77              1            1930s Madcap (TR)                2377
  5            Stan Goodwin                84              1            1960s Warrior (HF)                 2822                                           
  6            Alain Jousse                   97                            1930s Cherrio II (TR)              049
  7            Thom McLaughlin         101                          1930s Pentagoet (TR)               5
  8            Rick Laird                      103                          1930s Madcap (TR)                 32  
  9            Craig Speck                    108                          1950s Sunwind (HF)               214                                
 10           John Storrow                  113                          1930s Madcap (TR)                206
 11           Nick Mortgu                   115                          1940s Sunwind (TR)               175  

 12           Jack Woods                    142                          1960s Unknown (HF)              948
 13           Jim Linville                    WD*                       1930s Madcap (TR)                 151

* Withdrew after four heats.                      
